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arrogant confidence in Ms reports. On 21 November he thought
that his master had merely to ask for Elizabeth in order to have
her: * If she decides to marry out of the country she will at once
fix her eyes on your Majesty.5 A month later his assurance had
evaporated: *I arn afraid that one fine day we shall find this
woman married, and 1 shall be the last -map in $he place to know
anything about it.?

The warning made Philip apply the spur to his siow-moving
mind. On 10 January he wrote to Feria that jiiefSSBft^gon the
subject of marriage with Elizabeth were
much in England owing to the claims <
then Elizabeth had been unsound in reLjj
would seem like entering upon a perjj
owing to Mary Queen of Scots' claim i
would find himself involved in costly <
land, which his treasury was not in a

other difficulties, equally grave. However., it                     that

England should not relapse into its old religious errors, and for
this reason he was prepared to put aside all doubts and marry
her, as a service to God. But it could only be on conditions: she
must profess his religion and maintain it in her country; she
must obtain secret absolution from the Pope, In this way it
would be evident to the world that he was serving the Lord in
marrying her and that she had been converted by his act.

Pathetic illusion! It would be hard to imagine ruminations
more remote from reality. If Englishmen in 1553 had loathed
the prospect of a Spanish marriage, how much more did the
tragic experience of Mary's reign make them loathe it now? The
mere suspicion that Elizabeth was hesitating, brought a torrent
of dissuasions from her councillors. They were needless. The
lessons of yesterday were as clear in her mind as in anyone's.
Did she not boast that she was6 descended by father and mother
of mere English blood, and not of Spain, as her late sister was' ?
But it was inexpedient to refuse Philip's offer at once, for the
peace negotiations with France were still proceeding, and she
was in an appreciably stronger position to bargain, with Philip
as her suitor; moreover, Parliament was about to meet in order